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Celebrating 2019
2019 was a busy and challenging year for HFH 
Wisconsin and the local affiliates we serve.  The 
fiscal year brought a huge increase in the 
number of families served here in Wisconsin, 
from 260 in FY18 to 340 families in FY19, an 
increase of 80 additional low-income families!  
Much of that came from the expansion of repair 
programs like A Brush with Kindness, Critical 
Home Repair, Veterans Build, Aging in Place and 
Rock the Block.  These programs provide 
affiliates, big and small, with more flexibility to 
better address the specific needs of their local 
communities. 

As the statewide support organization tasked 
with providing our affiliates with the tools and 
resources they need in order to grow and build 
capacity, HFH-Wisconsin also focused on 
helping grow repair programs throughout our 
state in 2019.  From offering sessions at our 
training conference to working with affiliates on 
creating Veterans Build opportunities to offering 
Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) repair 
program development positions to affiliates, we 
put an emphasis on assisting our affiliates with 
home repairs.   

This year’s annual report celebrates some of the 
highlights of 2019 and looks forward to a great 
2020! 

In service, 

Sara Kierzek, HFH-WI Executive Director 

Supporting & Connecting 
Affiliates
Each year, Habitat Wisconsin provides affiliates 
in our state with a variety of training events.  In 
2019, HFH-Wisconsin offered state specific 
mortgage classes, construction safety, Veterans 
Builds, board of directors and new leadership 
training, regional meetings and other 
opportunities for affiliates to learn and connect 
with each other. 

Our largest training event was our statewide 
conference, held at the beautiful Osthoff Hotel 
in Elkhart Lake.  With over 30 speakers and 
topics ranging from construction management 
to family services, fund development and 
ReStores, there were sessions for everyone.  It 
was wonderful to see so many familiar faces, 
and lots of new ones as well! 
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VISTA Program: Home 
Repairs
As housing costs continue to rise, and Habitat 
affiliates around the state struggle to raise funds 
to build new homes, home repairs are becoming 
a more affordable way to make a greater impact. 
To help affiliates create or expand home repair 
programs, partnering with more families and 
preserving Wisconsin’s aging housing stock, HFH 
WI launched a new VISTA initiative focused on 
home repairs.  VISTA members are working with 
affiliates around the state to incorporate best 
practices, begin A Brush With Kindness, Aging in 
Place or Veterans Build programming, increase 
the number of critical home repairs, and develop 
partnerships with other local nonprofits and city 
and county programs.

Veterans Build and Veterans 
Women Builds 

There are 400,000 veterans living in the state of 
Wisconsin, and nearly 26,000 of them live in 
poverty, and almost 74,000 live in homes with 
one or more major problems of quality, crowding 
or housing affordability.  In 2019, Habitat for 
Humanity of Wisconsin began working with 
Habitat for Humanity International’s Veterans 
Build office to assist our affiliates with 
developing local Veterans Build programs 
throughout the state, connecting them with 
resources, training and collaborative partners.   

From this program grew the first of its kind 
statewide Veteran Women initiative, working to 
bring awareness to the unique challenges of our 
women veteran population in Wisconsin.  
Looking forward, Wisconsin affiliates throughout 
the state will be hosting builds and repair events 
with women veterans on June 12th, 2020 for our 
first  Veteran Women Build commemoration of 
the 1938 passage of federal legislation to allow 
women to serve in all branches of the US military.  

The VISTA Program is funded by a grant from the US 
Corporation for National and Community Service, and 
through contributions from Habitat host affiliates.

VISTA member Michaela poses with the sign for 
HFH La Crosse's first veteran home build.
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Disaster Preparedness and 
Response 
One of our responsibilities as a state support 
organization is to assist our affiliates in disaster 
preparedness and response.  We were gifted a 
Mobile Response Unit (MRU) from Habitat 
International, which we use to raise awareness 
about the need to develop disaster plans, and 
also lend to our affiliates to assist in disaster 
response in their communities.   

In 2018, flooding severely impacted a number of 
areas in the state.  Some of the worst damage 
was in the small community of LaValle, 
Wisconsin.  Working closely with the Wisconsin 
River Area Habitat affiliate and the community of 
LaValle, we were able to raise funds, recruit 
volunteers and send our MRU filled with tools to 
help repair an apartment building for low-income 
seniors who were displaced from their homes.  
By January of 2019, work was completed, and 
the seniors were able to move back in.  HFH 
Wisconsin was pleased to be able to offer 
support to our Wisconsin River affiliate and the 
community of LaValle.  

HFH Wisconsin Staff
Sara Kierzek, Executive Director

Jennifer Hartwell, VISTA Program Director 

HFH Wisconsin VISTA 
Members 
Dan Nelson, Program Development VISTA 

Yemisi Oni, VISTA Leader 

facebook.com/HabitatWisconsin

habitatwisconsin.org/join-our-mailing-list

Advocacy 
2019 marked the launch of Habitat for Humanity 
International’s first US advocacy initiative, Cost of 
Home.  In order to support Wisconsin affiliates 
interested in doing advocacy on a state, local and 
federal level, we have been working with several 
of our affiliates to develop a statewide advocacy 
agenda and strategies for working together to 
strengthen our voice for affordable housing in our 
state. 

An electronic version of this report is 
available on our website:
www.habitatwisonsin.org. 
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2019 Board of Directors 

Andy Scheiderer, Board Chair 
HFH of St. Croix Valley/Fox Cities HFH

Kathryn Poehling-Seymour, Board 
Treasurer First Supply, LLC 

Valerie Johnson Renk, Board Secretary 
HFH of Dane County 

Stacy Pahlke, West Central Regional 
Rep HFH Adams/Juneau Counties 

Amy Ristow, Northeast Regional Rep 
Greater Fox Cities HFH 

Russ Wanta, At-Large Affiliate Rep 
HFH of Washington and Dodge Counties 

Katie Karls, Southeast Regional Rep 
HFH of Fond du Lac County 

Nick Ariens, At-Large Member 
Airens Company 

Troy Dennhof, At-Large Member 
Advocate Aurora Health 

Jeff Menzel, At-Large Member 
Green Bay Packaging 

Paula Grantt, At-Large Member 
Associated Bank 

Mike Mueller, At-Large Member 
Kohler Company 

Mary Vandehey, At-Large Member 
Thrivent Financial 

As a state support organization, we do not actively 
solicit individual donations, but do welcome individual 
contributions and participate in employee giving 
programs.   HFH Wisconsin participates in the 
Combined Federal Campaign, Wisconsin State 
Employee Combined Campaign, Thrivent Choice, 
Amazon Smile, Network for Good, and other giving 
programs. 

TOTAL FY18 REVENUE: $446,054

VISTA Program  $311,099 

Program and Service Revenue $85,877

Contributions and Public Support $67,078

TOTAL FY18 EXPENSES: $456,605

Program $435,587

Management and General $16,655

Fundraising $4,363

member agency
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Thank you to our 2019 donors! 

Neil Albrecht  Marti Anderson  Geoffrey Anderson Christofer Barth Kohler Company

Jessica Battaglia Juliet Battle Paula Bausch  Nicole Beier  IRIS USA

Elaine Bieszk  Philip Blank David Brunstein Paul Bugg Chicago FHLB

Brent Burki Nancy Burns Beth Crain Dolores Davenport WalMart

Nancy Davis  Ann Demorest Troy Dennhof  Lynn DesJardins Arndt Consulting, LLC

Fidelity Charitable Eleanor Egan Frances Eglander Maxine Elder  B Robinson LLC

Erin Elliott  Patrick Elliott Anne-Marie Eschle Kaylene Farley  American Family Ins.

Lisa Fine  Sara Kierzek Katherine Goggins Howard Goldstein Broan NuTone

Richard Grieshop Margaret Haferman Donna Harris Michael Ritmanich Russ Wanta

Beth Heffernan  Karen Hladky-Zylstra Raymond Hren Kelly Hutcheson Colleen Robson

Marta Jindra   Willie Johnson Jr. Valerie Johnson Renk Julie Kallies Carolyn Salter

Megan Kemmering Andrea Knickerbocker Aaron Knodle Laura Levine  Thrivent Choice

Liandra Lloyd  Allan Loeb Laura Lee Luebke Deborah Luetzow UW Credit Union

Robert Mallow Catherine Markwiese Robert Martin  Cheryl Miller Associated Bank

Wendy Molaska Sharon Morris Seth Vandewalle Brian Murray Sandra Rusch-Walton

Gregg Parnau  Mark Prodoehl Jodi Punke Mr. & Mrs. William Nasgovitz

Anne Panter  Carolyn Reiss Neal Remington Kathleen Riley  AT&T

First Supply, LLC James & Wendy Skinner Rita Hale

Ingrid Walker-Henry  Anderson Corporation  YourCause Corporate Giving

Emanuel United Methodist Church St Luke's Lutheran Church Community Shares of Greater Milwaukee




